[Sperm biochemical markers of genital tract inflammation: usefulness of elastase determination].
Genital tract inflammation was for a long time suspected of inducing sterility in the male. The role of leukocytes in sperm changes is still debated. The identification of inflammation is based on the presence of activated leukocytes and the elastase measurement. Residual inflammation is evaluated by the reactive oxygen species activity. The true damage caused by inflammation on spermatozoa is reflected in negative changes observed during sperm apoptosis. Increased sperm DNA fragmentation is frequently observed while classical sperm characteristics are not modified automatically. The diagnosis of genital tract inflammation, follow-up after treatment and prognosis in terms of fertility require the use of different and complementary parameters.